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subject: monthly road seclrity report: September i987 

rtEF: KABUL 1650 (N0TAL) 

1. FOR ISLAMABAO AND NEW OELHi: POSTS MAY UISH TO ORAU UPON 
THE FOLLOWING IN THEIR REGULAR BRIEFINGS TO PRESS. 

2. SUMMARY: KABUL AND KANOAHAR RESIDENTS THROUGHOUT 
SEPTEMBER* OBSERVED A MUJIHIUIN INJUNCTION AGAINST USE CF THE 
KABUL TO KANOAHAR ROAD* MEANwULE REPORTS OF MUJAHI01N 
ATTACKS/AMBUSHES ON THE ROUTE INCREASEO OVER THOSE REPORTED IN 
AU6LST. THE SALANU CONTINUED TO EXPERIENCE PERIODIC CLOSURES 
CURING THE MONTH THOUGH THE DISRUPTIONS WERE LESS FREQUENT AND 
HOT OF AS LONG DURATION AS REPORTED I* AUGUST. MUJAH10IK 
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ATTACKS ON THE LOGAR ROAD INCREASED IN SEPTEMBER yiTH A 
PARTICULARLY EFFECTIVE MUJAHIOIN ATTACK AGAINST * LARGE SOVIET 
COLUMN REPORTED AT THE ENO OF THE MONTH. LOCAL SOURCES HAVE 
I&ENTIFIEO SEVERAL MUJAHICIN JREAS OF STRENGTH ALONG THE 
Ki^DAHAR TO HERAT ROAD. THE JALALABAD RO AO IN SEPTEMBER 
REMAINED OPEN ylTHNO MUJAHIOIN ATT ACKS/ AMBUSHES REPORTED. IN 
THt. NORTHEAST* A MAJOR SOVIET COLUMN CARVED A ylQE SWATH OF 
uESTRUCTION ALONi, MUCH OF THE ROUTE LINKING KUNOUZ AND 
FAYZABAO. THE M AZaR-I-SHAR IF TO SHE*£RGAN ROaC IS LNCER 
DIVIDED CONTROL. MUJAHIOIN REPORTEDLY INFLICTED HEAVY LOSSES 
CN A MIXED SOVIET/DRA CONVuY ON THIS ROUTE EARLY IN THE MONTH. 
THE PANJSHIR ROAu WAS CLOSED OURING P*RT OF THE MONTH. ROAOS 
IN THE PAGHMAN ARE* ARE SUBJECT TO OAY ANO NIGHT ATTACK AS THE 
HUJAHIUIN CONSOLIDATED CONTROL OF THE PLAINS wEST OF KARGHA 
LAKE. THE ROAO LEADING U£ST FROM KABUL TO THE HA2ARAJAT 
REMAINS UNDER FIRH MUJAHIOIN CONTROL. SOVIET FORCES HAVE 
INSTALLED NEW DEFENSIVE POSITIONS CN KABUL CITY'S PERIMETER 
ROAC. IN KANDAHAR* SOVIET AND ORa FORCES HAVE NOT YET 
COMPLETED THE NEw RING ROAD BEGUN EARLIE* IN THE SUMMER. EHQ 
SUMMARY. 

3. KA8UL-KAN0AHAR ROAOI BEGINNING APPROXIMATELY SEPTEMBER 8t 
THE KABUL TO KANDAHAR ROAD WAS CLOSED TO MOST COMMERCIAL ANO 
CTHER PRIVATE TRAFFIC AS AFGHANS CdSERVEO A MUJAHICIN yARNING 
NOT TO USE THE ROAD. CURING THE MONTHt KANOAHARIS REPORTED 
CONSISTENTLY THAT NO PRIVATE TRJCKERS ANU BUSES WERE MOVING 
NORTH. WHILE SOME BUSES OPERATING FROM KABUL VENTUREO AS FAR 
AS GHAZNI* OBSERVATION AT THE KAtiUL TERMINUS OF THE ROAD 
INQICMTZ3 TRAFFIC FROM KABUL SOUTH ALSO *AS *UCH REOUCED. 
VARIOUS SOURCES ASCRIBED THE ROAD CLOSURE TO MUJAHIOIN MINING 
OF THE ROAD ANJ/QR INTENSIFIED FIGHTING ALONG THE ROAO* 
PARTICULARLY IN THE SHAJUY AREA OF NORTHERN ZABOL PROVICE* 
ilTE OF A MAJOR SOVIET HASE. REPORTS CF MUJAHIOIN AKBUSHES 
ALONG THE ROUTE ROSE FROM TyO IN AUGUST TO FIVE IN SEPTEMBER: 
-- CN SEPTEMBER 5* MUJAHIDIN ATTACKEO A ORA CONVOY JUST NORTH 
OF GHAZNI CITY yuiiNOING 25 ORA TROOPS. MUJAHIOIN REPORTEDLY 
SUFFERED NO CASUALTIES. 

— MUJAHIOIN AHBUSHEO A SOVIET-DRA CONVOY AT OASHT-I-KHO 
SEPTEMBER 23f KILLING THREE ANO CAPTURING SEVEN OR EIGHT. 

— ON SEPTEMBER 27* MUJAHIOIN ATTACKEC A SOVIET COLUMN AT 
KOTALI TAKHT <3ft«25«N 68 f 54«E) DESTROYING ONE ARMOREO VEHICLE. 
~ IN A SEPTEMBER 28 ATTACK ON A ORA COfcVOY NEAR GMZNI CITY 
APPROXIMATELY 100 ORA TROOPS REPORTEDLY SURRENQEREQ. ON THE 
SAME DAYt MUJAHIOIN ATTACKEO A ORA SUPPLY CONVOY AT TOURGAN 
CAPTURING TWO FOOD TRUCKS. REPORTEDLY 1? ?RA TROOPS 
SURRENDERED AND ONE yAS KILLED. 

4. THE SALANO ROAj: OBSERVATIONS BY DIPLOMATS ANO RELIABLE 
AFGHAN REPORTS I NUlCATE THAT THE S AL AN G ROAO WAS CLOSEO TO 
TRAFFIC ON AT LEAST FOUR CAYS ISEPTEMBER 21* 23* 24 ANO 26>. 
UHILE MOST OF THESE CLOSURES U E* E CAUSED BY FIGHTING* THE 
SEPTEMBER 2* CLOSURE RESULTED FROM MOVEMENT OF A MAJOR SOVIET 
COLUMN FROM THE NORTHEAST TO ITS KABUL BASE. TRAVELLERS REPORT 
THAT THE SALANS I S IN REASONABLY GOOO REPAIR AS FAR NORTH AS 
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CH4RIK4R (CAPITAL OF PARyAN PROVINCE). ONLY 3!YE MAJOR 

MUJAHIOIN AMBUSH yAS REPORTED OLRIfcG THE MOMH. HUJAhlOIN 

REPORTEDLY ATTACKED A SOVIET CONVOY AT A.YTIfiaN NEAR THE SiLANG 

lUNNELf SEPTEMBER 28t DESTROYING THREE TANKS. A TRAVELLER 

nEPCRTED SEEING TrtE SHOKIKG .RECKAGE CF THE TANKS. 
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5. THE LOGAR ROAQ: SOURCES COMTENO THAT THE LDGAR ROAD SOUTH 
CF KABUL (BUT STILL yiTHlft KABUL PROVINCE) IS IN Tt-E HAKDS OF 
THE MUJAHIOIN AFTER SUNSET. MUJAHIOIN ACTION ALONG ThE L06AR 
ROAD INCREASEO 0URIN6 THE MONTH UP FROM A SINGLE ATTACK 
REPORTED IN AUGUST TO ROUR IN SEPTEHBcR: 

-- CN SEPTEMBER 9* MUJAHIOIN ATTACKED A GAROEZ-BOUNO CONVOY AT 
KOLANGARt NORTH OF PUL-I-ALAM* DESTROYING THREE ARMORED 
VEHICLES* THE FIGHTING BLOCKED TRAFFIC UN THE ROAC FOR THE DAY. 
-- MUJAHIOIN ON SEPTEMBER 13, AMBUSHED A DRA CONVOY IN T HE 
MOHAMMAD AGHA OISTRICT OAFAGIftG OR CESTROYING THREE TO FOUR 
ARMOREJ VEHICLES* 

— ON SEPTEMBER 22 1 A SOVIET HELICOPTER ATTACKED A CIVILIAN BUS 
AT KHOVOSHI (34*01 "N 69'14 N E> KILLING 16 AND y0UN0IN6 11 
PASSENGERS. 

— ON SEPTEMBER 29t ACCORCING TO MULTIPLE SOURCES* MLJAHOIN 
AMBLSHED A MAJOR SOVIET CONVOY NORTH OF PUL-I-ALAM* PUTTING 20 
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TO 25 ARMOREO ANO OTHER VEHICLES OUT OF ACTIQM. THE CONVOY* 
yHlCH DIPLOMATS HAO OBSERVED LEAVING KABUL* CONTAlNEO HINT 5-A2 
TANKS AND OTHER ARMORED VEHICLES. 

6. HERAT TO KAWOAHAR ROAOI TRAVELLERS REPORT THAI IN 
ScPTE*BER. THE TRIP FROM KANOArlAR TO HERAT Br RO*Q REQUIRE3 TyQ 
TO THREE OVERNIGHTS STOPS JITH MUJAHIOIN IN STRONG 
CONCENTRATIONS AT KHRISHK ANu AbSMACAC (BOTH PHONETIC). ORA 
FORCES HOLD A STRONG POSITION AT KESHAAHAUO. AN UNTESTED 
SOUFCE SAID THAT DURING THE MONTH. MUJAHIOIN AMBUShEO A CONVOY 
AT ARABAtf SAIDA NEAR HERAT CITY DESTROYING TbQ ARMORED 
VEHICLES. A TRAVELLER REPCRTEO SOWIET ARMOR PERMANENTLY 
POSITIONED AL0N3 THE ROAD BETJELN THE HERAT AIRPORT A NO THE 
CITY UlTH THEIR GLNS POINTED GENERALLY WESTWARO. 

7. THE JALALABA3 ROAJI MUJAHIOIN REPORTEOLY CONTROL THE 
LATAdAN AREA (34«30-N 69«2u"£) IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE 
JALALABAD ROAD. FOR THE SECONC STRAIGHT MONTH* THERE UERE NON 
REPORTS OF MUJAHIOIN OPEKATIGNS AGAINST CONVOYS ON THE ROAD. 

8. PAJOR ROADS IN NORTHEAST AFGHANISTAN: A MAJOR SOVIET-ORA 
ARI^OREQ CONVOY yHlCH PUSHED EAST ALONG THE EAST-fcEST ROAQ 
CONNECTING MAZAR- I-SHARIF AND F4YZABAD THROUGH MUCH OF 
SEPTEMBER t REPORTEDLY DESTROYED MANY BUILDINGS AND VE6ETATI0N 
ALONG THE ROUTE ylTH R ECON-RY-F IRE TACTICS AND DELIVERATE 
DESTRUCTION OF ANYTHING THAT MI3HT GIVE MUJAHIOIN COVER. 
MUJAHIOIN REPORTEDLY HARASSED T«£ SLOy MOVING CONVOY yHlCH LEFT 
SOME N£y POSTS IN ITS *ak E. THE CQLIMK yAS SUPPORTEQ BY AIR 
STRIKES AT SOME POINTS. SEPARATELY. TRAVELLERS REPORT THAT A 
TRIP FROM KABUL TO KUNOU^. WHICH USED TO KEQUIRE FOUR TO SIX 
HOURS* NOy TAKES TEN HOURS. REPQRTEOLY. MUCH OF THE PAVEMENT 
ALONG THE ROUTE HAS 6EZH OESTROYEO BY TRACKEO VEHICLE TRAFFIC. 

9. SHE8ERGAN TO M AZ AH- I-S HAR IF ROACI A TRAVELLER REPORTS THAT 
THOLGH IN POOR CONOITION THE ROAD CONNECTING THE TWO CITIES IS 
PASSA8LE. THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY TEN SOVIET AND ORA 
CHECKPOINTS ON THE ROUTE kHlLE MUJAHICIN CHECKPOINTS TE*Q TO BE 
MOBILE. ACCORDING TO AN AFiiHAN SOURCE FROM THE AREA* OURING 

THE FIRST UEEK OF SEPTEMBER* MUJAHIOIN ATTACKED A SOVIET/OR! 
CONVOY AT TIMURAK C36 # *5"N 66 f 35*E) DESTROYING 45 VEHICLES. 

iC. PANJSHIR ROAO: 4 RELIABLE AFGHAN SOUHCE REPORTED THAT IN 
MIO-SEPTEMBER THE PANJSHIR ROAD NORTH OF TAKAHO NAJAQHAy HAD 
dEEN CLOSED TO CIVILIAN TRAFFIC. 

il. MAIDAN SHAR TO THE HAZARAJAT: CONSISTENT REPORTING OURING 
SEPTEMBER INOICATED STRONG MuJA.ilDIN CONTROL OF THE HAZARAJAT 
ROAC WEST OF MAIDAN SHAR. DEPLOYMENT CF MAJOR SOVIET ANO ORA 
UNITS TO MAIDAN SHAR IN SUPPORT OF EFFORTS T3 PUSH WEST 
RESULTED IN SIGNIFICANT SOVIET ANO ORA LOSSES OURING THE 
MONTH. 
BT 
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12. KABUL AREA ROADS: FIGhTING IN THE PAGHMAN AREA CAUSEO THE 
KABLL TO PAGHMAN ROAO <UEST OF KARGHA LAKE) TO BE CLOSED 
SEPTEM3ER 1-4, LATER IN THE MONTHt MUJAHIOIN WINING OF THE 
ROADS IN THE PLAINS BETUEEN KARGHA LAKE AND PAGHMAN EFFECTIVELY 
BLOCKED HOST TRANSPORT IN THE AREA. HOST OF THE ROAOS *EST OF 
KARGHA LAKE NOW ARE SUBJECT TO HUJAHIOIN ATTACK DURING THE OAY 
AS WELL AS AT NIGHT. AT THE EN OF SEPTEHBER SOVIET FORCES 
BEGAN ESTABLISHMENT OF THREE NEb b ELL-OEFENCEO POSTS ON 
FERlHETtR ROAO* THE ROAD UHICH ARCS AROUNO KABUL ON THE NORTH 
AND EAST. THE POSTSt EACH SUPP03TE0 BY AHMOREO VEHICLES* 
OPERATE BOOHS yHlCH CONTRCL TRAFFIC OK THE ROAO ANO ARE 
DEFtNDEO AGAINST GROUNO ATTACK BY BABEO ANO CONCERTINA WIRE. 

13. KANDAHAR AREA ROADS : TRAVELLERS FROM KANDAHAR REPORT THAT 
SOVIET/ORA FORCES HAVE NOT COMPLETED THE RING-DEFENSE ROAO 
ENCIRCLING THE CITY* WHlCh UAS BEGLN EARLIER IN THE SUMMER. 
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SOME PORTIONS OF THE RING ROAD THAT ARE COMPLETE AT MGhT SLIP 

UNCER HUJAHIOIN CONTROL, SOVIET/DRA FORCED H4VE COMPLCTEQ THE 

RQAQS SPOKING IN FROM THE RING TO THE CENTER OF XANOAHAR 

CITY. GLASSHAN 

8T 

01651 



HfiHU 



ROUTINE 



• • • • • ••• • 

• •• ••• ••• 

♦ C ON F **D«E # N*T # I A»L *• 



